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MONIQUE SINCLAIR 
 
Issue

1. To seek your authority to use minimal force if required on Monique Sinclair, a 14 year 
old child, to enforce her removal with her mother and siblings to Jamaica. 

 
Recommendation

2. That you: 
 

• note Monique’s disruptive behaviour in the past whilst in detention; and 
 
• give authority for the use of physical control in care (PCC) to enforce her removal. 

 
• note the support of the Office of the Children’s Champion to this proposal. 

 
Timing

3. Routine – removal directions are set for Tuesday 31st March aboard a UKBA chartered 
flight to Jamaica but we will need time to agree handling of the removal with both the 
Children’s Champion office, the escort contractors and the local enforcement team.  

 
Summary

4. Racquel Sinclair and her daughter, Monique arrived in the UK in November 2000 and 
December 2001 respectively and were admitted as visitors. However, they did not leave 
when their leave expired and overstayed. Racquel has since had two other children, 
aged 7 and 5 years. The father returned to Jamaica voluntarily in 2008 after having 
served a prison sentence at HMP Manchester. 

 
5. Both Racquel and Monique were notified of an intention to remove them in 2003, but 

the removal has been delayed by numerous applications for further leave, MPs’ 
representations, and then a belief that the family had absconded. 
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6. The family was detained in January 2008 after having been traced, but the removal 

failed when Racquel became disruptive. A fresh attempt was made to remove them in 
February 2008, but this too failed following an application for a Judicial Review, which 
was dismissed a few weeks later. 

 
7. Another attempt was made to remove them in March 2008; representations were 

received that Monique, the eldest daughter, was not in a position to travel as she had 
threatened to harm herself if an attempt was made to remove them. The 
representations were refused, but the family’s solicitor obtained a Court injunction the 
day before preventing their return to Jamaica. Following resolution of the matter, yet 
another attempt was made to remove them in March 2008, but this too was cancelled 
following another application for a Judicial Review. The family were therefore released. 

 
8. The most recent JR was set aide in April 2008, but the family lodged an application for 

leave to remain on the grounds of length of residency. This has now been dismissed 
and we are in a position to make another attempt to remove the family on a UKBA 
chartered flight to Jamaica on 31st March. 

 
9. During their time in detention, both Raquel and Monique were disruptive, being 

generally abusive towards staff and other detainees. Their presence on the family unit 
at Yarl’s Wood became so unstabling and unsettling to other families that they were 
transferred to the small family unit at Tinsley House, where they were accommodated 
alone. Even there, they continued to be abusive to staff and at times violent, with 
Monique causing damage to CCTV equipment.  

 
10. It is out belief that Monique, encouraged by her mother, will seek to disrupt the removal 

through non-compliant behaviour. For this reason, I am seeking authority to use 
minimal force, as an absolute last resort, when all other efforts to persuade her to co-
operate with their removal have failed. Final authorisation for escorts to use force will be 
given by myself, to ensure that it is applied under these strict conditions and for the 
minimum period necessary. This proposal is fully supported by the Agency’s Children’s 
Champion’s office.  

 
11. Monique made threats of self harm and suicide when last in detention, which are 

documented, if an attempt was made to remove her to Jamaica. For this reason, it is 
our intention to detain the family on the same day as their flight and to notify them upon 
being detained that they are being removed, in accordance with published policy on 
withholding the normal 72 hours notice.  

 
12. Planning for this removal will include arranging a conference call involving Detention 

Services, the Local Enforcement Office, the office of the Children’s Champion, Social 
Services, and G4S, the escorting contract. Suitable lines will be agreed with press office 
in the event of media enquiries. 
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